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ARTICLE IN AVIATION WEEK MAGAZINE,
NEWEST DELTA 8UB PIVITAL IN LATEST SALT VIOLATION

NASHINGTON -w BOVIEY UNIONIS CONDUCTING SEA TRIALS WITH FOUR.
ENLARGED DELTA @mCLASS SUBMARINES ARMED WITH 18 8Smhw8 3JUBw
MARINEwLAUNCHED BALLISTIC MISSILES BEFORE DISMANTLING OLDER
8807 DR 88m8 INTERCONTINENTAL BALCISTIC MISSILE LAUNCHERS AS
REGUIRED BY THE PREBENT STRATEGIC ARMB LINIYATION AGREENENT,.

THE MOVE RAJBES THE NUMBER OF 8,BM'8 DERLOYED TO ABOVE THE 744
MAXIMUM LEVEL ESTABLISHED FOR THE USSR IN vau‘zn?znan‘atuvvg
ACCORD UNDER WHICH BOTH TME U.8, AND SOVIET UNION NOW OPERATE:
IN THE ABBENCE OF A 8ALTwe AGREEMENT,

Up8, OBSERVERS HAVE DETECTED THE SALT VIOLATION BUT ARE NOw
URABLE TO CONTINUE BURVEZLLANCE BECAUSE THE LAST LOCKHEED

B1G BIRD CLOSE=L00K PHOTOwRECONNARSSANCE: JATELLITE COVERING
THAT AREA GF THE UBSR DECAYED APR, ] AFTER {{8 DAYS IN OREIT,

THERE I8 NORMALLY A THOSTORTHREEWMONTH DELAY BETWEEN OECAY AND
LAUNGH OF ANOTHER 816 BIRD SAYELLITE,

THE FQUR NEN SOVIET DELTA 2sCLASS BOATS NOW AT SEA ARE LARGER
THAN THE 4B2FT,, 8,000w70N SURFACE DESPLACEMENT DELTA BOATS THAT
HAva~uezN~on£nxT:N6 WITH $2 SwNwg 3LBN3, THE SeNw8 HAS A RANGE OF

MORE THAN 4,380 NAUT, M1, WITH I78 NUCLEAR HARNEAD, THE: §dwiaUNGHER
DELTA BOAT WA® THE LARGEST SUBMARINE QVER BUILT BY ANY NAVY URTIL

THE NEW 16sLAUNCHER DELTA PUTTTO SEA, ‘

AN EVEN LARGER VERSION OF THE DELTA BOAT DESIGNED TO. CARRY MORE

R R R W R ow e wHHER COMMENT 'a@"ﬂ”*“§%?w&'tr#W*P*wiJQ“f“*

HYLAND MCFARLANE)ROD, SEC PLE
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THAN THE 16 SBLMS 38 UNDER DEVELOPMENT,

UNDER THE TERMS OF 8ALTwi, THE SOVIETS ARE LIMNITED YO DEPLOYMENT

OF 744 BLBNS UN aaa*vmay.ﬁxnar*nnhlubourragnza?!cﬁna\ra=ucuntﬁsaza§
FOR ADDING NEW SLBMS T TME FLEET,, THEY ARE PERMITTED T DEPLOUY Up
TO A TOTAL OF 988 SLBMS ON 62 OPERATIONAL SUBMARINES 8Y MlDwsd¥y:
AS REPLACEMENTS OF 202 ICBMS, |

WHEN THE UgaS8, DFFICIALS APPROAGHED THE RUSSTANS ABOUT THE RERLOYMENT
ur;vﬁutAnoirzaNAgfuaL?n SUBMARINES RITHOUT DISMANTLING THE QLUER. pe6M
LAUNCHERS, SOVIET ONFIGIALS 8AID TWAY OLDER ICBM SILDS HAVE NOT BEEN
CLOSED QUY BECAUSE OF ‘"CONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS® ACCORDING YO ONE U8,
OFFICTAL) "AND THE U,8, SEEMS NOW WILLING TO WAIT AND SEE' JUST WHAY
THE NEXT MOVE WILL BEW®

THE SEA TRIALS OF THE NEW DELTA ‘2 BOATS COME A8 NO REAL SURPRISE: ,
ACCORDING 70 ONE BENIOR U,8, OFFPICIAL, WHO CITED ¥ALLEGED VIOLhAw
TIONS® IN CONCEALING SB8mNw8 MISSILES AND COMPONENT ASSENSLY oF DELTA
BOATS, . |

LATE LAST YEAT THE §OVIETS BUILT A SECOND WAY POR LAUNCHING DELTA
SUBMARINES AT THE SAVEROMORSK: SHIPYARD, NEAR MURMANSK, WHILE THE
NUMBER OF COVERS T0 CONGEAL GONSTRUCTION FACILETIES AT THAT

uucuv:oafzucaznazo.wasaxux“ru~rnuvaﬁv“u,a;w$a§zgkavm.aagsqva&a

YION (ANBET DEC 8, §975, P, 12},

THE FIROT OELTA BOATS WENT TO SEA IN 3973 AFTER THE 8QVIETS:
COMPLETED A PRODUCTION RUN OF 34 NUCLEARWPROPELLED SLBMsARNED
YANKESnELASS BOATS, THE DELTA REPLACE TRE YANKEE,

UpBy. OFFICIALS. BAID THAT 18 OR. §8 DELTA BOATS WAVE BEEN LAUNCMED

OR. ARE BEING ASSEMBLED, ALTMOUGH THE USSR 87ILL HAS THE FREEDOM

YO NIX THE NUKBER OF STRATEGYIC DELIVERY VEWICLES UNDER THE TEHNS
OF: THE VLADIYOSTOK UNDERSTANDING, 'IT WAS BECOME CLEAR TRAY 1T 18
G146 BETONG THE 748 BABELINE CETLING FON 88K LAINGH 1088 eNEEo
N IN SALTeE, ' ' '

UNTIL' REGENT MONTHS, TME: SOVIETS WAVE MAD THE CAPABILITY T0
BUILD kﬁouT"tz.NUGL&A“#ﬂROPF&GﬁD\6A§RESTIG~M!88xLE‘suqﬂﬁﬂyﬁgl
PER YEAR, PLUS EXGHT OTHER NUCLEARPONERED SUBMARINES, THAY
RATE;Ia”&&&ﬁﬁilwckﬁkaﬁb,.QFF£$&3L8~3A!D‘-QOM!V!xPﬁaft*aguIRVE’
THE MAXMUN CARACITY COULD BE INCREABED #n AS MANY AS 32 BOAYS
PER YEAR,

Yoly HAS 40 PDLARIS SUBS ARMED WITH 187 POLARIS Awd MISSIHS
EACH, AND 33, BUBMARINES ARMED WITH PDBYOON Cwd 8LBMS TOTALING

;g:tp:saxuza‘ ABDUT HALF THIS SLBM FLEET X8 AT SEa AT ANY ONE
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TN ADDITION TO SLBM DEVELOPMENTS, THE USSR 18 CONTINUING
DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAN=ARMED, ANTI=SHIP MISSILES, NEW ANTEe
SUBMARINE WARPARE DEYECTION METHODS AND ANTI#BALLISTIC
MISSILE WEAPONS SYSTEMS,

THE SaN¥my3 SUBBURFACE=LAUNCHED NUGLEARwARMED ﬁxgg;kg%,ﬁxyg A
RANGE 0F ABOUT 888 NAUT, MI, WAS DEBIGNED ORIGINALLY TQ BE USED
,Aﬁ&iﬂ!?“ﬂﬂﬁvncﬁﬁSH!ESQukﬁfﬁéfVﬁﬂa!ﬂﬂl ARE FOR USE AGAINST SUBw
NARINES, THE BALLISTIC ANTI=BMIP MISSILE REACHES AN AFOGEE OF ﬁ
ABOUY 1088 NAUT, MI, WRERE Y78 BENSOR SYSTEM LOCKS ON TO TRE TARGEY,
 THE NEW ASW VARIANT IN DEVELOPMENT COULD, ALONG WITM NEW ABW TECHw
NOLDGY, MAKE TME y,8 SLBN FLEET VULNERABLE IN THE 198@'§, ACCOROING
TO SENIOR NAVY OFFICIALS, SENIOR QEFENSE DEPYT, OFPICIALS TESTIFIED
TO CONGNESS THIS YEAR THAT/TME SOVIETS ARE CONTINUING THEIR ACCELERe
ATED PROGRAM IN ANTI«BALLISYIC MISSILE DEVELOPMENTS AT THE SANE TINE
THE U,8, HAS. BCALED IT8 PROGRAM DOWN DRASTICALLY, |

THE SOVIET UNION HAS AN INENSIVE EFFORT IN ABM RESEARGH WITH TWO
NEW ABM SYSTEMS IN OEVELOPMENT®A TACTIOAL ANTIBALLISTIC MXISSILE, AND
A "HIOH ACCELERATOR INTERCEPTOR SYSTEM,M

THIS NEW HYPERSONIC INTERCEPTOR SYSTEM I8 BEING TESTED AT ENBA,
NORTHWEST OF THE ARAL SEA (AWEST ARR, 7, 19785, P, §2),

THE 8QVIETS ARE LABELING THIS. SYSTEM AN ANTITACTICAL BALLISTIC
MISSILE DEFENSE WEAPON FOR USE: ABINST SHORTERmRANGE TACTICAL
MISSILES TO PROTECT THE FIELD ARMY, 1T HAS INHERENT ANTIBALLISTIC
MISBILE APPLICATION AGAINST U,8, ICBNS,
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